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INTO THE FUTURE... 


Welcome to Enduro illustrated, and our first ever Tablet issue. 

You can’t fail to realise that the world in which we live is changing and changing fast. Nowhere is that more obvious than 
when it comes to digital technology. It wasn’t all that long ago that the World Wide Web meant little to most of us. Now try 
and imagine life with no Internet, iPad, Facebook, Skype, Twitter or Instagram! 

Technology unquestionably changes the way we live. It also changes the ways in which we communicate, work and 
socialise. Things are very different to how they were just a few years ago. Today, the ways in which many of us consume 
news and information is via handheld electronic devises. Certainly not the way our parents and grandparents used to do it. 

Many of today’s new products and services aren’t simply about today. They’re about the future. About delivering solutions, 
systems and products that allow us to better connect with each other and the world in which we live. 

The challenge is to build trust and enjoy a sense of wonder with these new products and services. To make the new 
accessible, understandable, intuitive and exciting... 




THE NEW DELIVERY... 

Enduro illustrated is embracing the Tablet, starting with the iPad. Packed with informative and interesting dirt bike content, 
we’re taking words, images and graphic design - just as we’ve always done - and bringing them together as something new. 
Enduro illustrated isn’t a re-hashed print magazine in a digital wrapper. It’s a fresh look at what a magazine can be. 

Our aim is to offer a distinctive, enjoyable and interactive experience. Allowing us, as a small publisher, to truly connect to 
the global off-road community via the Enduro illustrated App. We think the time is right for us to move away from print, 
to embrace the new and expand our horizons. 

This issue is just the start of Enduro illustrated’s digital future. No longer an end-of-year review mag, starting now you’ll be 
able to get your hands on Enduro illustrated on a much more regular basis, and at no cost. We’ve got some cool plans for 
2015. Well be producing at least six issues, all packed with dirt bike goodness - interviews, features, tests, event coverage 
and much more. 


Jonty Edmunds 
jonty(Blfuture7media.com 






The POM Erzberg and Ro maniacs 
winner on success, injury and 
a love of his home town... 






t ts fair to say Jonny Walker has experienced 
somewhat of a rollercoaster career to date. 
Unquestionably on top of his game as 2014 draws 
to a close, jump back to Erzberg 2013 and things 
were very different. The rider expected to win failed 
to even make the podium. It was one of a number of 
worryingly poor results the now 23-year-old endured. 

Making headlines for all the right reasons at Erzberg 
2012, Jonny was the boy done good. Standing on the 
uppermost step of the podium, he’d won, for the first 
time, what has become the biggest single-day off-road 
event on the planet. He’d put his name alongside extreme 
enduro greats Taddy Blazusiak and David Knight. It was 
the moment his professional career started. 

But in going from hero to almost zero, Jonny learned 
many things. With injury, illness, and a lack of form 
taking its toll on him both physically and mentally, 
he was forced to take a long hard look at just about 
everything he was doing. And he came back stronger. 

“It was tough. I got myself in a bit of a depressive 
hole,” admits Jonny commenting not only on his 
Erzberg result but his general lack of form in 
2013. “You know, I started thinking that I was 
never going to win another race. Every event I 
turned up for I felt good, and then I’d get beaten. 
It was a tough time. I knew I could do better, 
I just wasn’t doing better.” 

One thing Jonny was concerned about was keeping 
his KTM deal. Fully aware that top-end riders don’t 
hold on to factory support without results, it meant 
that come the end of 2013 he wasn’t sure what his 
future held. 
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“In the short time I knew him I learned a lot from Kurt 
Caselli,” explains Jonny. “When I stayed with him it opened my 
eyes about how to approach being a professional racer. He was 
serious about his job but so relaxed on life. It’s important not 
to get too carried away with success and also not to get down 


Although KTM have been very cool and only want to see their 
riders do the best they can my results in 2013 were a worry for 
me. I missed the podium at Erzberg and then at Romaniacs and 
I felt bad for them. I would have fully understood it if I lost my 
ride. But they offered me a two-year deal and it felt like a big 
weight was lifted off my shoulders. I got a new mechanic, moved 
to France, and worked hard to move things in the right direction.” 

During the tough times in 2013 one thing that helped Jonny 
was his laid back approach to racing. When many might have 
folded under the pressure, or walked away having faltered at 
the first major test of their resolve, Jonny stuck with it and 
never worried too much. 
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“If I lose a race it annoys me but I don’t let it bother 
me too much. It’s motivation to return stronger. Staying 
relaxed makes it easier to pick yourself up for the next 
race if things don’t go so well. At the end of the day we’re 
only riding bikes. When you’re young you think racing is 
the only thing in life, but as I’ve got older I’ve learned 
there’s more. You need those other things to become a 
better rider and a better person. “ 

One of the things that keeps Jonny grounded is his 
mates and ‘going home’ between races. “I think I’m a 
chilled out guy anyway,” he suggests. “At home I spend 
time with my friends and they know how to keep me level 
headed. To me I'm just their mate, not a racer. Chilling out 
and spending time with my friends is really important. It’s 
another thing I learned from Kurt Caselli. When I went to 
his house there were always people about. It helps keep 
things fun.’’ 

Nowadays Jonny’s time is spent between his home 
in Cumbria, on England’s north west coast, and France, 
where he lives close to his mechanic Seb’. “It’s been 
a good experience living in France. Seb is really good 
at the races and we work hard together and enjoy 
what we’re doing. It’s made a big difference to me. 
Moving to France was daunting but was a move worth 
taking. Living out there allows me to get more done. 
I sort of treat it like a boot camp. The weather’s great, 
I’ve got no distractions, and I just train every day. 
When I return home to Keswick, which I love to do, 
I can relax and be with my family and friends. 



vhat’s changed this year is that I’ve just stepped everything ap. 
ning a lot harder and a lot more productively and it’s paying off. 
\ eel like I’ve figured oat how to be a professional athlete now...” 



"I guess what's changed this year is that I’ve just stepped 
everything up. I've been training a lot harder and a lot more 
productively and it’s paying off. I’ve got a good programme. I can 
listen to my body better and if I don’t want to go riding I won’t. 
Sometimes I won’t ride for five days, whereas before I would force 
myself to ride for the sake of it. And that was counterproductive. 
I’m happier that I know myself better, I feel like I’ve figured out how 
to be a professional athlete now. 

As 2014 draws to a close Jonny’s busierthan ever- busy preparing 
for the FIM SuperEnduro series. Fit, healthy and determined to fight 
for the championship, by simplifying his racing commitments he 
believes he has a real chance of winning a first indoor title. 

“Now I’m concentrating on SuperEnduro, only on SuperEnduro. 
I believe I can win that title. Two years ago I was racing almost 
every weekend. National champs, extreme, indoors, anything that 
was going on I was doing. I wasn’t concentrating on any one thing. 
Now in the summer I train for extreme enduro and in the winter it’s 
all about SuperEnduro...” € 



favourite race: 7 rode the Scott Trail recently. It was amazing. 
It’s a 100-year-old trial event in the OK..." 

favourite place: “Keswick, where I’m from. It’s a small town, 
I’m myself there..." 

favourite park “ Sea to Sky. I had my friends and some 
sponsors there, it was a goodnight oat with them..." 
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PERFORMANCE AND PROTECTION ARE MAXIMIZED TO EXCEED THE DEMANDS OF THE 
GNARLIEST XPEDITION. FEATURES: INTERNAL D30 ARMOR. EXTERIOR UPPER-ARM PROTECTION. 
REFLECTIVE SAFETY FEATURES, TONS OF CARGO STORAGE AND AN EXTENSIVE ADJUSTABLE 
ZIPPERED VENTILATION SYSTEM. 

ONLY SERIOUS ADVENTURERS WILL CHALLENGE THE ALTERRA JACKET’S TRUE CAPABILITIES 
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GALLERY#07 

Sleeping beauties 

EVENT: RED BULL SEA T9 SKY 
DATE/TIME: 27 3.2014 10:51:33 
EQUIPMENT: CANON E9S ID MK IV 
LENS 8 13MM, 1/200 AT F22 ISO 500 

ct the unexpected. That's pretty much the only thing that 
the world's most prominent extreme enduro events" Be it 
ocular scenery, mind-blowingly crazy climbs or descents, 
ik gardens,forests or city centres, everything was on offer 
3 201 4. Those lucky enough to get front row seats weren't 
" always as excited about the facing as the competitors! 















GALLERY#07 

Splash dance 

EVENT: EXTREME LAGARES 
DATE/TIME: 12 10.2014 18-28:28 
EQUIPMENT: CANON EOS ID MK IV. 
LENS § 20MM 1/250 AT F5 ISO 800 


Professionals 
enduro scene 
They all enjoy th< 
pretty much g* 
gether ( 



and amateurs unite, if there's one reason why the extreme 
continues to flourish it's this - all riders are treated equally, 
e same lack of privileges, share the same paddock space, 
5t the same course and more often than not enjoy time to- 
st the tear when the racing's over. Exactly how it should toe. 

Rider: ,4ridy Noakley 




CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 
DAVID KNIGHT-TOUCH ONE 
2014 / 

PORTO PROLOGUE-EXTREME 
XL PORTO 2014 / 

MARIO ROMAN-EXTREME XL 
PORTO 2014 / 

ANDREW REEVES-SEA-TO- 
SKY 2014 / 

SPECTATORS EXTREME XL 
PORTO 2014 / 



2014 marked the most unpredictable year of racing yet. < 
different winners emerged. Graham Jarvis started his yec 
before winning again at Red Bull Sea to Sky. Jenny Walke 
dominated Erzberg before going on to win at Romaniacs 
ous at The Tough One, Alfredo Gomez recorded a debut 1 
Wade Young brought his year to a victorious close with c 
Rider: Alfredo Gomez 



Of the major events five 
ir with a win at Hell's Gate 
f rose to promise and 
David Knight was victori- 
win at Extreme Lagares,and 
j win at the Roof of Africa. 


GALLERY#07 

Metal Mulisha 

EVENT: EXTREME LAGARES 
BATE/TIME: 11 10 2014 mm 
EQUIPMENT: CANON E9S ID MK IV 
LENS I 70MM 1/840 AT F8 ISO 500 







CL0CKWISE FROM T8P LEFT: 
GRAHAM JARVIS CELL’S GATE 2014 / 
FINISH- DAY3-REDBULL-R0MAN1ACS 2014 / 
HILL-HELL’S GATE 2014 / 
ANDREAS LETTEN B1 C HLE R- EXTRE ME LAGARES 2014 / 




GALLERY#07 

Overboard 

EVENT: RED BULL SEA T9 SKY 
DATE/TIME: 283.2014, 15:01:08 
EQUIPMENT: CANON EOS ID MK IV, 
LENS @ 17MM, 1/200 AT FI, ISO 125 



This year saw the next 
generation of extreme 
enduro stars step out from 
behind Graham Jarvis' 
shadow. While for many 
trying to keep pace with 
the master proved too 
much, Jonny Walker and 
Alfredo Gomez joined Jar- 
vis as race winners, ,4s did 
Wade Young who topped 
his home race, the Roof 
of Africa, following a hard 
fought podium result at 
Red Bull Romaniacs.The 
youngsters are coming! 
Rider: Philipp Scholz 




CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 
DAVID KNIGBT-ERZBERG 2014 / 
HILL-ERZBERG 2014 / 
ANDREAS LETTENEHCHLER- GETZENRODEO / 
BEN HEMINGWAY SEA TO SKY 2014 / 
ANOTHER HILL-ERZBERG 2014 / 







CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 

START-TOUGH ONE 2014 / CODY-WEBB-BELL’S GATE 2014 / 

MANNI LETTENBICBLER-SEATOSKY 2014 / TAYLOR ROBERT- SEATO- 
SKY 2014 / WADE YQUN G REDBULL ROM ANf ACS 2014 / 



WORDS: JON PEARSON PHOTOS: TEAM HRC 


With an updated bike, new look rider line-up 
and plenty of experience under your belts, can 
Honda compete with KTM and win Dakar 2015? 

Fischer: “Of course KTM have many years of 
experience at winning. They have many details 
ironed out and many things in place to make 
that happen. For us the philosophy was to come 
with a new team, a new bike, new riders who 
are not so well known, and to try and look at 
the job from a new angle. This takes time but I 
think we have it all in place now and we should 
be winning.” 

So, to be blunt, why haven’t Honda won yet? 

Fischer: “We know we have all the parts in 
the right place but Rally is a really complex 
sport. Maybe the most complex bike sport, or 
motorsport even. Even if you have all the right 
aspects, the rider, the bike, the team you can still 
easily have a problem because the event is so 
long and difficult. Technical problems can happen 
very easily, and have a big effect on your result. 
We know this is the challenge and it’s nice for us 
to finally be at the point where we know we have 
everything in place to be successful at this sport. 
But now the feeling in Honda is that we need to 
win Dakar.” 

So this year you expect to win? 

Fischer: “This year, for sure. Now is the time for 
the riders, the bike and for us. For sure you can’t 
arrive at Dakar and win within one year, but for 
us we are getting closer and closer. Now is the 
time, yes.” 




Has the bike changed much for Dakar 2015? 

Fischer: “The bike for this year is completely different to the one we usi 
It is not just one big thing that has changed but so many little modifica' 
we have a different bike. A lot of the effort has gone into reducing frictic 
in the bearings for example. This gives less braking effect from the engi 
and less inertia in the engine. To give the riders a more responsive engi 

“It’s nice to finally be at the point where 
we know we have all the things in place 
to be successful. But now the feeling at 
Honda is we need to win Dakar.” 

Was there ever a point where somebody at Honda, or 
yourself, said let’s try and put Marc Coma on our bike? 

Fischer: “Our goal was to build up our own riders, and 
with time and patience develop the bike and the rider. 

The value is really in that rather than to go shopping and 
buy someone who’s already a champion. We take pleasure 
in competing with these riders and it is a pleasure to 
compete with Marc. For sure if Honda thought it would like 
to have him in the team, and if maybe there was a chance, 
then for sure we would welcome him. But we are happy 
with the riders we have now. Competing against Marc is 
giving us some great battles.” 

How well are things working for HRC, honing the bike into 
a Rally winning machine? 

Fischer: “For us it’s a new world. I have a lot of experience with R&D 
it is amazing because it can take maybe two weeks to get something i 
we are racing or testing we can say maybe this could be better or thal 
they listen, they look at the part, they ask opinions from different plac 
make changes quickly if necessary. The bike can change from race to 




sd in 2014. 
tions. At the end 
Dn - low friction 
ne, more power 
ne.” 


but with Honda 
changed. When 
t could be better, 
:es and they 
race.” 



Why does Honda put so much time 
and effort into Rally? What is the 
value in it for Honda? 

Fischer: “If you look at the Honda 
South America team who are riding 
this year in Dakar on the production 
Honda bikes, you can see the value 
for Honda. It is important for Honda 
to be successful in a sport in South 
America because South America 
is consuming large volumes of 
motorcycles. Honda is market leader 
in all South American countries, 

I think, and the market is many 
times bigger than in Europe. Not in 
any sophisticated models like sports 
bikes or off-road race machines, but 
big volumes of small capacity road 
bikes. They need some idols to look 
at - some success to see and make 
the connection between this big event 
and the bikes they can buy.” 

So it’s possible Honda wouldn’t have entered Dakar if it had remaim 

Fischer: “I don’t know and it is hard to say because Honda is a big cc 
their decisions, but I don’t think without the change from Africa to Soi 
would have survived. The change of continent has seen several comp; 
invest heavily in the sport.” 

So once you win Dakar is there a future for the team, or is Honda ju 

Fischer: “No, really, because of the impact Dakar has not only on the 
market, but also Asian, Chinese and European markets it is important 
going. I hope there is a long future in the team.” 




A short and sweet interview with Katsumi Yamazaki, 
HRC Rally project leader... 


Why is Honda involved in Rally? Why spend so much money on a 
Rally team? 

“In Dakar we are many times on the podium and four times 
champions, but this is already 24 years ago. And then we stopped. 

But after 24 years we came back because the business situation around 
Honda is changing. So mainly it is a business decision that brought us 
back. The business situation within Honda is getting better. Also the 
people working in Honda have a passion for Dakar, so it’s a business 
decision and also for passion.” 

Is there more passion for Rally than Motocross or Trials? 

“Umm, no. We have MotoGR MXGR Trial and Rally. It is all very 
important to Honda.” 

Do they have the same level of importance? 

“Ha, ha! MotoGP is big, but then it is Dakar.” 

Is that because Rally has more Importance to Honda’s customers 
than MX or Trials? 

“Of course. Our racing activity should be level with our market 
for the bikes. For a longtime we have been involved in racing. So we 
always have a new idea in racing. Customers and performance is our final 
target - to enjoy our racing with our customers.” 

What is the main reason your bike has changed a lot since last year? 

“We must win this year so we put everything into the bike!” 

There are so many things that can go wrong in Rally. . . 

“Dakar is the toughest Rally in the world. Not only for the 
riders. We need team, bike, management, everything working at the same 
time to achieve our target. But that’s why I love Dakar.” 


KATSUMI YAMAZAKI 
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Where did your championship winning motivation come from this year? 
NAMBOTIN: “I’m always motivated, even if I had started in the E3 class 
again. It would have been easier to stay in the class I knew, on the bike that 
I knew very well, but I wanted a new challenge. One that would really make 
me work hard and look at every area of my riding. Changing to the 250cc 
four-stroke, a bike with less power than I was used to, gave me a fresh 
challenge. It made me work, and that is what I wanted.” 

Were you happy with your pre-season training? 

NAMBOTIN: “I had a lotto learn and to adjust to. Immediately I had a good 
feeling with the bike, but I knew I wasn’t as fast as I had been the year 
before. When I was practicing with Pela Renet he was always faster. Slowly 
I realised that Pela was very strong, and that I was getting faster. During 
my first months on the bike I wasn’t riding it hard enough. I wasn’t revving 
the bike enough.” 

The EWC started in Europe in EON, did that simplify your 
preseason preparations? 

NAMBOTIN: “No, for me it’s the same no matter where the championship 
starts. The only benefit to starting in Europe is that it is maybe a little easier 
to change something on the bike if I want. Considering I was on a new 
bike, starting in Spain was a little better for me. But in terms of the terrain, 
it doesn’t matter where the series starts.” 

If you could, would you change anything about your EON season? 

NAMBOTIN: “I certainly made some mistakes this year, which I would 
remove. At times I pushed hard and took some risk, and everything was 
fine. At other times I took things easy and made mistakes. But I’m very 
happy with my first year on this bike. I know I can progress more. It is only 
now that I am really riding like a 250f rider - using my bike like I should.” 
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What are your thoughts about the cancelled Mexican round of the series? 

NAMBOTIN: “It’s not a greatthing. Having only seven GPs was disappointing. 
It was the only event planned to be outside of Europe, so it’s cancelation 
had quite a big impact on the series. I like to race in different places, 
so personally I was disappointed." 

Oo you think the world championship calendar should annually include at 
least one Scandinavian event? 

NAMBOTIN: “The races in Finland and Sweden were very good this year, 
and I liked these races. I think the problem is that with only eight GPs we 
only have limited possibilities. The GPs in Finland and Sweden are tough 
races, very typical of enduro in those places. It was very good this year to 
have different conditions at each GR If we go to Scandinavia maybe we 
can’t go to other countries. Maybe it would be better to have 10 GPs.” 

The enduro test in the GP of Sweden was the longest ever in the Enduro 
World Championship. At around 13 minutes for the fastest riders was 
it too long? 

NAMBOTIN: “Some said it was dangerous, but it wasn’t dangerous. 
The enduro test in France was more dangerous. The problem in Sweden 
was not the long enduro test but the fact that we did four laps. That gave us 
two hours of special test racing, which was too much. Four special tests per 
lap isn’t nessesary when you have a good enduro test, a good motocross 
test and a good extreme test.” 

Do you think more can be done to increase the visibility and awareness of 
the series? 

NAMBOTIN: “I think we have some visibility on the Internet, but on TV there 
is very little. On the Internet there are a lot of amateur videos, but I think we 
need stronger TV. It is just one short report after each GR” 
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Highlight and best race of 20m? 

NAMBOTIN: “The end of the first day of the series was special for me 
because a lot of people wanted to see how I’d get on in a new class. 
In France, the final round, I had a big fight for the overall win and won a day. 
But I also felt like I used the 250f as it is supposed to be used for the first 
time. I took a lot of pleasure during that race.” 

Should restrictions be placed on the pre-event access riders have to 
special tests? 

NAMBOTIN: “I believe that as racers we need to see the track before 
we race it. Some organisers don’t have the experience others do, so for 
safety reasons it wouldn’t be good to race special tests we haven’t seen. 
It would be difficult to control the number of times riders walk each tests. 
If some riders have a good relationship with a motor club they might 
have information others don’t. We have to find some kind of control, to 
penalise riders if they make changes to the test. But generally we have a 
very strong championship.” 

What are your plans for 2015? 

NAMBOTIN: “I will be in the same team and most likely in Enduro 1 again. 
I want to continue what I started this year. Everyone knows that I enjoy 
racing two strokes, but if I want to think seriously about going into the 
Enduro 2 class one day then I need to continue my four-stroke education. 
I can be faster and stronger on a 250f next year. I want to test a bigger four- 
stroke, a 350 or 450, this winter.” 






With 11 day wins to hisrcredit Nambo’ 
clinched his first Enduroltitle in style V 
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Christophe Nambotin’s 2014 Enduro 1 championship winning 
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In dethroning the most soccessfol 
EnduroCross racer of all time Cody 
Webb’s made a name for himself the 
world over. Showing that he could win 
races in 2013, the former trials star 
delivered speed and a bucket load 
of consistency to recently end Taddy 
Blazusiak’s five-year US EnduroCross 
dominance. Here he explains what 
got him to the top, why getting an 
education is important, and why 
racing against Taddy is a real honour... 

Racing’s important, but so is my 
education... 

CW: “Partial Differential Equations... I don’t 
even know what they are but I can do them! 
Getting an education is important to me. 

Breaking my foot and being out of the 2013 
series for a few races made me realise just how 
quickly things can change, and not always for the 
better. I go to school at least two, maybe three, 
days a week. I try and set a schedule where I can 
keep riding and training. I’m six years into my 
degree now, and I’m not going to let up. I’m on 
the home stretch, I have about one-year to go.” 





I’ve earned my success... 

“Honestly, it’s incredible to have won the 
EnduroCross championship. It’s crazy - 1 still 
find it hard to believe at times. I started kinda 
getting serious about EnduroCross in 2010, 
when I won the trials series they had going 
on at the races. I wasn’t really focused on 
EnduroCross, missed one of the races, and I got 
ninth in the main series. I started with Beta in 
2011 and I knew right away that if I wanted to 
do well I needed to pick up my speed. Winning 
three of the final four races in 2013 was a huge 
mental boost for me. Once that happened I knew 
I had the technical abilities, speed, and mental 
skills to win. I’ve put a lot of hard work in since 
then. In 2014 1 found the recipe for success.” 

Trials riding gave me my 
EnduroCross skills... 

“There’s no way I’d be where I am now 
without my background in trials. I’ve had to 
work on my speed, but having trials skills is 
hugely important. You can see it in Taddy. 

You can see it in Jonny Walker. And you now 
see moto guys like Taylor Robert riding trials 
more and more to get the skills. I still get out 
on my trials bike whenever I can. I’m looking 
at riding the US national trials series again 
in 2015, just for fun. Trials can be frustrating 
early on, but it’s well worth sticking at it.” 
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I think Ive helped make trials a little cooler... 

CW: “Trials has always been a really cool sport- what 
the top guys can do on their bikes is truly amazing. But I 
guess, in the US at least, we’ve always been seen as a 
little different. I guess the one-piece riding gear is what 
a lot of people find weird. But you can wear anything, 
especially as a beginner. It’s great fun to go out with a few 
riders of a similar ability and have fun. There’s a lot of 
people doing really cool stuff on trials bikes, there’s a kind 
of free-ride scene that’s evolving.” 

Racing against Toddy is incredible... 

“I remember when Taddy first came over to race in 
the US, I knew he would do well. I knew he was a great 
trials rider and I told people to watch out for him. I looked 
up to him so to be racing with him now is kind of surreal. 
Racing against Taddy or David Knight, or Graham Jarvis or 
Dougie Lampkin in extreme events, is phenomenal for me. 

I used to look up to them in the trials world. It’s amazing 
where my journey’s now taking me.” 

I have a lot to thank Beta for... 

CW: “Beta really wanted to get their off-road programme 
up and running in the US a few years back and I guess 
I was the perfect candidate for that. I was a trials rider 
who was also doing EnduroCross and some other enduro 
events. They really helped me, took me to Europe a few 
times, which is where I got a big slap in the face and 
realised just how gnarly those races and racers are. 

They put their faith in me and we worked hard together. 
Winning the EnduroCross title this year is huge.” 





I’m working on my moto skills ... 

“I knew what I was lacking in my 
riding abilities, and plenty of people 
told me the same thing. So I’ve done 
my homework. We all know that trials 
riders aren’t aggressive so I guess I 
just had to evolve. I’m not the fastest 
guy on a moto track, but when you mix 
that with EnduroCross obstacles I can 
hold my own.” 

There’s no real secret to 
my success... 

CW: “There's a lot of work that goes in. 
A lot that has nothing to do with riding 
bikes. I do a lot of cardio training, and 
general physical training. I like to spend 
time on my road bicycle because it's 
a great work out and gives me time to 
free my mind. Then there’s the work I’ve 
put into my own personal EnduroCross 
track. My dad and I have spent 
hundreds of hours out there making the 
track better. It constantly needs to be 
worked on, fixed up, and when I’m used 
to it torn down and rebuilt. You have 
to keep working at all aspects of your 
game. What makes it difficult for me is 
that I’m also going to school, to get my 
Mechanical Engineering Degree.” 


k ii A 





1 go to school at least two, maybe three, days a week. 
I try and set a schedule where I can keep riding and 
training. I’m six years into my degree now...” 


Four strokes aren’t for me... 

CW: "i rode two-stroke trials bikes 
forever, and then had two of the 
worst years of my life on four-stroke 
bikes. I almost quit then. Luckily, 

I hopped back on a two-stroke and 
things really took off for me again. 

In EnduroCross a two-stroke is just 
so much lighter for me during the 
closing stages of the race. I think it's 
interesting that Taddy’s now back on 
a two-stroke.” 


Joining KTM starts my 
next chapter... 

“KTM have a huge, global off- 
road programme. I was offered the 
chance to be a on a satellite team, 
but with factory backing, which is 
huge for me. I'll get a lot more help 
getting to some of the races I want 
to do now, as well as simply being 
able to collect a bike and race it in a 
whole load of places. There's some 
really great opportunities for the 
future as well.” 


ITl 






100 

PERCENT 


1ANY TIMES THE WEBB 
YAME HAS REPRESENTED 
TTHE TRIAL DES NATIONS 
IY 7, KIP (HIS DAD] H 


T 

F 

ROSS 


sou 

SIGNED FIRST 
PROFESSIONAL 
CONTRACT 
WITH BETA 



PODIUM FINISHING 
RECORD DURING 
mUAMAENDUROCROSS 


6.5 

mm 

DURING THE FIRST RACE ATTHE 2015 
SUPERENDURO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

INPOLAND 


EVENTSIN 
THE 2015 US 
ENDUROCROSS 

SERIES 



: IN SECONDS WEBB FINISHED BEHIND 
m mm AT HELLS GATE 2013 



WE MAKE 
PERFORMANCE 
PLASTICS 


HANDGUARDS 


-/SINCE 1978 



AFTER MORE THAN 35 YEARS IN THE OFF-ROAD PARTS 
BUSINESS, WE NEVER STOPPED DEVELOPING AND IMPROVING 
OUR PRODUCTS, THAT’S WHY WE ARE OEM SUPPLIERS OF SOME 
OF THE MAIN MOTORCYCLE BRANDS. WE CREATE EXCLUSIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES. WE CONSTANTLY THINK OF INNOVATIVE 
PRODUCTS. WE MAKE PERFORMANCE PLASTICS! 


FOLLOW US: 0!OS0 

[i 

K3 □ n □ 0; 

WWW.POLISPORT.COM 



BODY PROTECT 




I 


ACCESSORIES 

Jr 










I et’s be clear about one thing - Yamaha hasn’t exactly 
set the enduro world alight in recent years. Last win- 
ding an international title back in 2008 when Johnny 
Aubert topped the Enduro 2 class aboard his WR450F, 
Yamaha’s enduro presence has since all but disappeared 
- both nationally and internationally. Sure, Yamaha remain 
heavily involved in racing activities in Australia, and Kiwi 
Paul Whibley has enjoyed success for the brand in 
the States. But when it comes to European woods 
racing Yamaha has unquestionably slipped a long 
way from the top. 

It’s easy to forget that Yamaha changed the game 
back in 1998 and 2001 with the introduction of 


WR400F and the WR250F models. Curvaceous 


and a little on the bulky side by today’s lean 
standards, back then they were the most compact 
four strokes available. With their truly revolution- 
ary bikes Yamaha was the brand that lead us into 
the modern four-stroke era. 


But Yamaha’s WRs grew old. Freshened up with 
the introduction of aluminium chassis’ in 2007 


the fact that they were reliable and dependable 
was no longer enough. With their Enduro World 
Championship team no longer, Yamaha started to 
sink without trace from the international enduro 


scene at the end of 2008. 


By contrast a certain Austrian brand stepped 
into overdrive. Innovating, recognising and embracing the 
simplicity of the trusty two-stroke, and vigorously 
pursuing international sporting success, in no time at 
all the buzz surrounding Yamaha and their once all-singing, 
all-dancing WRs disappeared... 



YAMAHA'S OFF-ROAD HISTORY 



A, ft amaha is back. Back wanting to re-estab 
what we’ve got is Yamaha’s YZ250F mot 
il enduro use. An enduro specific six-speei 
side stand, front and rear lights, 18” rear whee 

Closely modelled on their quarter litre motoc 
inclined cylinder with a reversed cylinder hear 
and carburized crankshaft - it’s basically hardc 
grunt at higher revs, also delivering a stronger 

Using the reversed cylinder and head configur 
higher up and out of the dust. Importantly it’s 
at the rear, in the centre. The reversed cylinde 
handling. A long, flat seat gives riders the char 
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YAMAHA’S MOTORCYCLE 
SECTOR IS FOUNDED 
WITH THE YA-1 

TQ 

-3D 


WENTURE OFF- 
ROAD WITH A MODIFIED 
ROAD BIKE, THEYD-B 

68 


YAMAHA DEVELOP THE 
WORLD’S FIRST DUAL 
PURPOSE BIKE, THE 
E50CCDT-1 


mounting brackets that give a little less rigidi 
enduro specific settings. The rear shock desig 

With a claimed wet weight of 118kg the WR ii 
water weight. Knock the thick end of 10kg off i 


leader- KTM’s 250 EXC-f. 



lish themselves with what they’re calling a ‘competitive enduro racer’. Essentially 
:ocross bike, with its fuel injected, reversed cylinder head engine, re-tuned for 
I gearbox, front and rear KYB enduro suspension, a radiator fan, electric starter, 
I and a digital speedometer complete the transition from 'crosser to woods racer. 

ross machine, the WR250F features - for the first time in enduro - a rearward- 
1 The bore and stroke, compression ratio, cam profile, forged aluminium piston 
ir - are identical to the YZ250F. Compared to the 'old' WR the new model has more 
' spread of power. 

ation has allowed Yamaha’s engineers to locate the airbox in front of the rider - 
; also allowed them to place the 7.5 litre fuel tank in the centre of the bike. Not 
ir head gives for a straighter air inlet, while the innovative design also improves 
ice to move without restrictions. 


Increased oil capacity of l.lOOcc (that’s 22% more than 
in the YZ) and the addition of a radiator fan serve to keep 
the engine running cooler and sweeter. Differing from the 
YZ250F, the WR features a six-speed gearbox in order to 
handle all things enduro. Plus there’s a special clutch that 
features new friction plates and springs to ensure a posi- 
tive, light feel. 

Chassis wise the bike features a lightweight bilateral alu- 
minium beam frame, designed to aid the light, agile, and 
comfortable, feel of the WR250F. In order for what’s essen- 
tially the YZ250F chassis to perform better away from the 
confines of a motocross circuit, the WR250F features engine 
ity. Up front and the WR features 48mm KYB forks with separate air and oil with 
n is the same as the YZ250F but is 4mm longer. 



litially appears a bit on the heavy side. But that’s the bike’s full of oil, fuel and 
that and you’re only about one bag of sugar heavier than the current 250f market 



YAMAHA EXPAND THEIR 
RANBE OF DT MODELS, 
INTRODUCING 125 AND 
HOOCCMODELS 



THE YIP50 FEATURES 
WORLD’S FIRST MONO 
SHOCK SUSPENSION 



YAMAHA LAUNCH THEIR 
FIRST H-STROKE TRAIL 
BIKE, THEENDUR0XT500 



YAMAHA WIN THE FIRST 
EVER DAKAR RALLY WITH 
THEXT500 


1 ^>hrow a leg over the WR250F and 
disappear. It stands taller and fi 
part, and has a definite sporty ft 
able height (there’s plenty of forward/b 
speedometer sits neatly behind the he 
is long and flat, with the neatly hidden 
way up front when needed. With one pi 
kick-starter should you want it - the bil 

In the mountains the WR never felt lacl 
plenty of power. Along the rocky, stony 
in third and fourth gear. The 
engine is strong, even in stock 
trim. Normally when riding a 
250F you accept that you’ll be 
kept busy keeping the motor 
working in its sweet spot. 

Not so with the WR. Although 
modelled on the YZ250F the WR 
can still be ridden in a leisurely, 
traily fashion. 

If you’re feeling a bit feistier, 
instantly the WR is ready to go. 
Cracking back on the throttle 
the motor simply builds revs 
and drives on. Now the six- 
speed gearbox begins to come 
into its own. Second gear, third, fourth 
forward momentum with its wide ratio 
only on the road sections. Unless facec 
will rarely be used in anger. Equally, firs 
other than when tackling the slowest, 



thoughts of the older WR quickly 
rmer, feels sleeker for the most 
iel.The bars are at a comfort- 
lackwards adjustment] and the 
adlight, easily within sight. The seat 
away fuel cap allowing you to sit 
ish of the electric starter - there’s a 
ke fires into life without hesitation. 

king. For a small four-stroke there’s 
trails, the motor pulled effortlessly 



and fifth - the motor never looses 
box. Sixth was never really needed, 
I with large open spaces sixth gear 
;t gear didn’t serve much purpose 
trials-like, sections of the trail. 



1 growing the bike into a special test s 
with short blasts between corners er 
As good as the motor is, and it is goo 
away from a conventional bike building appi 
design ensures that from a riding point of v 
entering or exiting corners, or while stood u 

Generally speaking, loose stony trails send : 
grip on the handlebars. The combination of 
and stable riding, the like of which I’ve not < 
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iminsoBim 

2-STROKE RANGE, AND... 
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TT3508TT800 4 STROKES, 
OFFER CONSUMERS PLENTY 


THE INR RANGE IS LAUNCHED 
WITH THE I/I/RE50GWRE00 
E-STROKE MODELS 
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WITH 4-STROKE TECHNOLOGY, 



tyle loop the WR impressively breaks away from ‘trail mode’. A twisty course 
isured an intensive work out where the WR unquestionably performed very well, 
d, it’s the overall handling of the WR250F that’s most impressive. By moving 
'oach, Yamaha appear to have got things right. The sleekness of the bike’s 
iew the WR is easy to move around on. Shifting bodyweight while sat down, 
ipright on the pegs, is no problem at all. 

shivers down my spine. I lose confidence in my riding and end up with a death 
the KYB suspension, linkage and aluminium chassis ensured hugely positive 
experienced for quite some time. The front forks really did work well. They’re 



YAMAHA ADD THE WRB50F 
TO THE MR RANGE AND WIN 
W EC 250 4T TITLE 



CHASSIS 



THE ALL-NEW WR250F 
ARRIVES. WORLD'S FIRST 
ENDORO BIKE WITH 
REVERSED CYLINDER ENGINE 



plush, have a smooth action and are predictabl 
the front wheel want to ‘ping’ out of my hands, 
rocks and soaked up anything I pointed the bit 
gravel covered corners the rear remained plant 
occasional, predictable slides. 

Overall, Yamaha have impressively hit the nail c 

the WR250F. They’ve certainly built a competiti 

Honestly, it’s a hard one to 

fault. The combination of the 

motor’s performance, the bike’s 

general handling added to its 

solid, clean aesthetic makes it 

both fun to ride and desirable. 

On the trails it soaked every- 
thing up with ease and has 
more power to play with than 
most riders will realistically 
ever need for enduro. And with 
Yamaha’s renowned Japanese 
build quality it’s built to last. 

For competition purposes a set 
of handguards is just about 
the only thing you’ll need to go 
shopping for. 

Waiting seven years for the new 
vision of the WR250F was an awfully long time, 
experienced at the bike’s European launch Yam 
made the most of that time. This one’s a serioi 



Robert Lynn 


0FTHENEWWR250F! 





le. Not once did 
It floated over 
te at. On the faster 
:ed, only offering 

in the head with 
ve enduro racer. 


But from what we 
aha have certainly 
is contender... 





DIIY- DIAL IT IN YOURSELF... 


R vailable as an accessory from the Yamaha parts catalogue, 
Yamaha Power Tuner helps simplify the black art of fine-tui 
fuel injected motorcycles. The ‘plug and play’ tuner is easy 
use and simply connects directly into the WR250F without the nei 
a laptop or a degree in computer engineering. 

Quickly and easily you can select pre-determined maps to suit spi 
cific track conditions, such as sand or hard pack. If you’re confidt 
of taking things a step further you can also manually adjust the f 
injection volume and ignition-timing settings to suit your person; 
needs. And just in case you lose your way, a fail safe mode can res 

If you find yourself wanting a bit more grunt from the WR250F Aki 
be mated with either a stainless steel or titanium header pipe to 
launch we rode the WR in both stock 
Akrapovic system held a slight advan 
It was difficult t 


If you wish to be 
GYTR billet elute 
including an alur 




3l 

:et everything back to the original factory specifications. Simple. 

rapovic offer a complete exhaust system. A titanium muffler can 
give that extra bit of performance, and a factory look. During the 
trim and then with the Akrapovic system fitted. While in places the 
tage we’ve got to be honest and say we were impressed with both, 
o truly determine which one performed better and by how much. 
ief the WR250F up, Yamaha’s genuine accessory list includes a 
h cover, clutch basket, SS braided brake lines and protective parts 
minium skid plate. 


MR MASATO YOKOI - YAMAHA MOTOR CO WR250F PROJECT LEADER 

Mr Yokoi, how long has the ‘new’ WR250F project taken to complete? 

MY: "This version of the WR250F has been about three years in the making. When 
I first started out with the YZ250F project I always envisioned the enduro model. 
During the development of the YZ I thought about the WR and what it would neec 
I thought about its engine characteristics and needing a six-speed gearbox. Thai 
why we’ve got the same crankcase for both models, also why the five-speed YZ25 
gearbox has a blank to fill the space required by the WR’s gearbox.” 

From Yamaha’s side, was the objective always to make the new generation VI 
more competitive? 

MY: "The WR250F is very much based on the YZ250F, which has good performanct 
records and is race proven. Basing the new WR on the YZ allowed us to be more 
competition specific for enduro. We’re confident we can race to win with this mo 

What sort of testing did the bike undergo? 

MY: "We have a very good lead test rider based in Japan. He’s got a good all round skill set 
understands the direction we need to go. Working with the engineers he tested and cham 
lot of parts. We also went to Australia and the US, where the bike was well received.’’ 

The future - what comes next? Will we have to wait another seven years to s 
something new? 

MY: "No. We are very much active on this project. What you see now is simply the 
first version of our new WR250F. Waiting six to eight years - like we did before - ii 
good enough. We must try to stay fresh and in the next two or three years we ho| 
deliver version number two that will raise the level again.” 

Are there any plans to release a 350F version, or a 250cc two stroke? 

MY: "We have plans in the pipeline about further developments. We don’t want tc 
still But at this moment it’s not possible to talk about it. All I can say is that a 2! 
two-stroke WR in not on the cards just yet.” 




JONATHAN BENTMAI 
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• ENDURO CLUTCH 8 MORE OIL • ENDURO SPECIFIC SUSP 
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mm IS MASSIVELY SIGNIFICANT..: 


ng-on their A-Game. Just as in 2001 when they stunned the enduro 
lal WR250F, this new WR is again fantastically close, in every detail, 
crosser. And so again - and not before time - it is at the very cutting 
inology. The reversed cylinder head motor is special, but it’s the 
that this design allows that makes this bike so outstanding, that 
erience a whole new dynamic in dirt bike riding. 

alk, but the firm is also talking the talk (like the engine, we’re 
(wards) - in no uncertain terms Yamaha confirm this bike is aimed 
irket share. And yes, Yamaha would very much like the El world 
ear too (and the year after, and after that, and...), 
s bike and it is indeed special. How special well only be able to 
Dper back-to-back test with the KTM 250EXC-F, but first impressions 
will do the job. 

be opening a whole new era in dirt bike history... e 


iDIATOR FAN • SIDE STAND • ENGINE GUARD 

ECTION AND ‘BEEFIER’ SILENCER • 6-SPEED TRANSMITION 
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f very racer knows you take the rough with the smooth. But starting the 
months after lifting his first ever FIM title, was a bitter pill for Alex Sa, 
do no wrong daring 2013 saw thumb and collarbone injures wreck the del 
hardship and disappointment Alex battled his way through what’s best de 


You dominated the Enduro 2 class in 2013. Worked hard 
to be ready for the start of your title defence. Then got 
inured just weeks before the opening GR Mentally, what 
kind of a place does that put a rider? 

Alex: “Not a very good place! During the off-season I felt like 
I was very well prepared for the season ahead. I knew how 
hard it would be to compete against riders like Antoine Meo 
and Pela Renet, which is why I worked harder than I did at the 
start of 2013 - the year I won the E2 title. It was very hard to 
accept that when I had the operation on my thumb, 20 days 
before the first GR that my championship chances were more 
or less over. Starting a championship like that is so, so hard. 
As the defending champion you want to prove yourself again. 
Not being able to do that is a horrible feeling.” 

What was harder, dealing with the pain or the lack 
of performance? 

Alex: “At the first GP it was really painful, a lot more painful 
than I was expecting. I just wanted the days to finish as 
quickly as possible, to try and get some points. I was 
disappointed because I finished fifth and sixth. I had no 
strength at all, which made things so difficult. I just kept 
crashing because I was trying to race like I know I can, but 
with the injury that was impossible.” 

Did you ever think you’d have to stop? 

Alex: “No, not in Spain or Portugal. But things were not good 
before the GP in Greece. Because of the antibiotics and pain 
killers my stomach became really bad, which meant it was 
difficult to keep any food down. I lost quite a lot of weight.” 



1 2010 Enduro World Championship injured, only 
Ivini to swallow. The rider that seemingly could 
: ence of his Enduro 2 championship. Despite the 
i scribed as a character-building season... 


NAME: ALEX SALVINI 
DOB: 05/09/1985 
LIVES: MONTERENZIO, NEAR BOLOGNA 
FIRST BIKE: TM 80CC 
EWC DEBUT: GP OF SPAIN, 2011 
FIRST EWC VICTORY: DAY 2 - GP OF CHILE, 2013 
HOBBIES: JET-SKI, FREERIDE 
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“Enduro isn’t golf- this is a dangerous sport. 

You have to take some risks to be 



at the top..." 


Do you have any explanation as to why things changed 
so dramatically for you? 

Alex: “No. Everything went so well last year, it really was like 
a dream season. I don’t remember having one problem all 
year. I managed to finish the year with the E2 title and had 
so many great results. But this year it seemed, at times, like 
nothing was going to plan. Like I had no good luck at all. That 
was hard to understand.’’ 

What's the hardest thing about coming back from injury? 

Alex: “The hardest thing for me was not being able to get a 
good feeling with the bike. When I was back on a bike I didn’t 
feel great, and I didn’t have time to find my confidence.” 

When did you accept that you wouldn’t be winning the 
Enduro 2 title this year? 

Alex: “The GP of Greece. I finished ok on the first day, and 
ended the day feeling quite positive. I started the second day 
confidently, feeling better and better with every special test and 
on the last lap I even managed to work my way into the lead. 

I had to try and win the day to keep my championship hopes 
alive. So I went for it. I crashed and broke my collarbone. Even 
though I knew the E2 title was definitely gone, I was pleased 
because I had shown the speed I had during 2013.” 

Did you ever think your lack of performance early on this 
year might result in people thinking you were lucky to 
win in 2013? 

Alex: “I knew that I hadn’t lost the speed I had when I won 
the E2 title in 2013. 1 had a great year, and so many things 
went my way, but I didn’t win the title because of luck. You 
can get lucky and win a day, but not a championship. I was 
disappointed with myself because I wasn’t able to show 
what I’d delivered the previous year.” 


The highlight of your year must have been winning your 
home GP in front of your Italian fans? 

Alex: “After winning the E2 title in 2013 the second best moment 
of my entire career was wining both days at this year’s GP of Italy. 
Seriously, it was such a special moment for me. The conditions 
were very challenging, with the rain and the stones, but to return 
to the top of my class was very, very special. There were so many 
people watching that race, it was very special for me.” 

You weren’t alone in getting injured this year. Is there a 
reason so many riders have got injured? 

Alex: “I think the reason is simply because there are many 
riders that want to win, and prepare themselves to fight as 
hard as they can. Then I think it is just bad luck. When you race 
hard, and at speed, accidents will happen. Some times you are 
lucky and you can walk away from a crash. Other times you get 
injured. Enduro isn’t golf - this is a dangerous sport. You have to 
take some risks to be at the top.” 



So what’s your view on luck. . . is it something you 
create yourself? 


Alex: “Luck is important, a part of the game. I do believe that 
you create your own luck, to a certain extent. Like they say, shit 
happens some times and there is nothing you can do about it. But 
the fitter and better prepared you are, then the better you will do. 
You can’t train your luck. You just have to work on yourself and 
your bike - you reduce the probability that things will go wrong.” 

Enough about injuries and bad luck, what’s your goal 
for 2015? 

Alex: “When you are serious about racing at world championship 
level then your goal is always to try and win titles. None of the 
top riders think any other way. Who will win is what makes 
motorsport so interesting. I have experienced the best and worst 
of what it is to compete as a professional enduro racer. My goal 
is to fight for the Enduro 2 world title in 2015.” e 
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Winner: Pela Renet - France/Husqvari 

Nominees: Jonny Walker - Great Britain/KTM, M; 

Husqvarna, Christophe ] 

As Enduro 2 World Champion Pela also beat every otiu 
performer in 2014. From the start of the series he was 
could match. Securing his second world title at the j 
to victory at the ISDE in Argentina - becoming the ev 
incredible season for Pela, Endu 





la, 1st Enduro 2 World Championship 

att Phillips - Australia/KTM, Pela Renet - France/ 
Nambotin - France/KTM 

sr rider to unofficially become the EWC’s fastest overall 
outstanding and continued to run a pace hardly anyone 
>enultimate round of the series, he also took France 
ent’s outright fastest rider along the way. It’s been an 
ro illustrated’s Rider of the Year. 




Winner: EWC 
Nominees: Red Bull Sea to Sk; 
Extreme Lag*ar es/Port ug*al , Erzberg* 

It’s always a pleasure to visit the GP of Sweden. Renow 
organisers certainly held true to that Swedish practic 
manner - the Enkoping based event was the standout E 
tests in recent memory, the rugged, rocky and punishi 
top. It provided a welcome break from the dry, dusty 
great job. Here’s hoping Scandinavian races can on< 





GP of Sweden 

y/Turkey, EWC GP of Sweden, 

XX/Austria, GetzenRodeo/Germany 

ned for delivering a traditionally tough event, this year 
e. Doing things their way - but in a very professional 
WC race of the year. Home to one of the longest special 
ng enduro test saw only the best of the best rise to the 
trails of southern Europe. Hat’s off Sweden, you did a 
:e again become the annual fixtures they once were. 




BIKE #F 1 

Winner: KT 

Nominees: Husqvama FE 450, ! 

As the bike that won Erzberg’s Red Bull Hare Scramb 
the Enduro 3 World Championship, KTM’s 300 EXC twi 
most versatile bike of 2014. In the capable hands of Jo 
to finish. One month later at Romaniacs Walker again | 
300 EXC continued to rule the roost in the Enduro 3 cl 
season before Matt Phillips took over at the li 
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M 300 EXC 


KTM 300 EXC, KTM 250 EXC-f 

le, Red Bull Romaniacs and placed first and second in 
o-stroke proved itself as not only the best but also the 
nny Walker, the 300 EXC dominated Erzberg from start 
mt KTM on the top step of the podium. In the EWC, the 
ass. Ivan Cervantes notched up the first five wins of the 
lead of the class, eventually claiming the title. 
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Winner: David Knight - Great ] 
Nominees: Alex Salvini - Italy/Honda, EWC GI 
The Tough One, Graham Jarvis - G 

The Tough One at Hawkstone Park, England was mosl 
long awaited Hard Enduro return, the question people 
Taking control of the race lead three laps in, DK appe; 
entangled in his rear wheel things looked anything but 
free, most felt his race was over. David had other ideas. 

calibre is capable of, and through shee 



> of Italy, David Knight - Great Britain/Sherco, 
reat Britain/Husqvarna, Hell’s Gate 

t certainly a memorable event. Marking David Knight’s 
were asking was ‘will the Manxman deliver the goods?’ 
ared well on his way to victory. But when rope became 
certain. Needing more than five minutes to cut himself 
He put on an incredible charge, one only a rider of his 
:r grit and determination won the race. 
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Winner: Toby Price - Austr 

Nominees: Toby Price - Australia/KTM, I! 

Red Bull Hare Scramble, Laia Si 

Toby Price is not just one of the best off-road riders 
and passionate athletes on the planet. Placing as overa 
just how fast Price is on a dirt bike. But it’s his 17-mo 
committed he is to his sport. Suffering a potentially lif 
USA in April 2013, Price never once lost faith in his ah 
way back into shape, Price began the ISDE in top form, 
week, he claimed an outright win on day threi 
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•alia/KTM, ISDE Argentina 
SDE, Jonny Walker - Great Britain/KTM, 
mz - Spain/Honda, Dakar Rally, 

; in the world - he’s also one of the most determined 
ill runner-up in this year’s ISDE in Argentina cemented 
nth journey back from injury that underlines just how 
e changing broken neck during an off-road race in the 
>ility to return to the very top of the sport. Fighting his 
Battling tooth and nail with Pela Renet throughout the 
e and placed as a deserved overall runner-up. 



MOST IMn 

Winner: Wade Young 
Nominees: Wade Young - South Africa/KT]\ 
Lorenzo Santolino - Spain/Sher< 

Bursting onto the Hard Enduro scene at the tail end of 20 
anywhere near that level of success during 2013. But 20L 
promise. Still only 18 years old, Young showed great matu 
ride during Red Bull Romaniacs, he became the youngest e^ 
result was no fluke Wade then went on to close his year o 

Clearly on form, he’11 b 
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f - South Africa/KTM 

d, Jane Daniels - Great Britain/Husqvarna, 

30, Oliver Nelson - Sweden/KTM 

12 by winning the Roof of Africa, Wade Young failed to get 
i saw a much more determined and focused rider come to 
rity and a willingness to succeed. Delivering an incredible 
?er podium finisher in the history of the race. Ensuring that 
>ut in the best possible way by winning the Roof of Africa, 
e one to watch in 2015. 
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Winner: Matt Philli 
Nominees: Matt Phillips - Tasmania/K 
Andreas Lettenbichler - Germany 

Matt Phillips is anything but an ‘in your face’ kinda guy. I 
needs massaging. He comes across as the proverbial laid 
fool you. Like many of the EWC’s top performers - think P< 
headed, calm and collected yet fiercely competitive. Matt 

presence both welcc 




ps - Tasmania/KTM 

TM, Paul Bolton - Great Britain/KTM, 

j! KTM, Aig*ar Leok - Estonia/TM, 

le doesn’t crave attention and there’s certainly no ego that 
back Tassie, but don’t let the polite, friendly demeanour 
da Renet, Christophe Nambotin, Juha Salminen - he’s level 
stands out as the EWC’s only Australasian competitor, his 
>med and needed, e 






If you could, would you change anything about your 20N season? 

RENET: “The first day in Spain. I wasn’t relaxed and didn’t ride very well. 
But in one way I think it helped me. Antoine Meo beat me on Saturday, but 
on Sunday I beat him. I showed that I wouldn’t be easy to beat this year. 
But apart from that all of the races went well for me. I made some small 
mistakes in Italy because I had to think about the possibility of winning the 
E2 title, but that was nothing.” 

Should restrictions be placed on the pre-event access riders have to 
special tests? 

RENET: “It’s a difficult one. It is hard to police the number of times riders 
walk each test. I think it would be easy to cheat any new system when a 
GP is in your home country. Walking the tests is a big part of the results. 
If you look at an enduro test like we had in France [a test that some believed 
was too fast] then you need to know absolutely where you are and what is 
coming next.” 

Were you happy with your pre-season training? 

RENET: “Yes, very happy. The bike was great from the start, we didn’t change 
anything from the test we did in Spain. I trained really hard physically, I was 
really ready for the season.” 

What are you thoughts about the cancelled Mexican round of the series? 

RENET: “When you are leading a championship in some ways it is good to 
have one race less. But I was sad that the race was out of the championship. 
It was shit for the championship." 
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Hot winning the opening day of the championship 
is something Pela says ‘helped’ him. He topped 
day two and went on to claim eight day win§^ 
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Do you think the world championship calendar should annually include at 
least one Scandinavian event? 

RENET: “I think a mix of conditions is very important. Next year we don’t 
have any races in Scandinavia, which for me personally is disappointing. 

I really liked this year’s championship because we had lots of different 
conditions, which is important for enduro. To have too many races with dry 
conditions isn’t the correct thing to do.” 

Highlight and best race of EON? 

RENET: “The most enjoyable for me was the first day in Sweden. I had some 
great times in the enduro test and I won the day by more than one-and- 
a-half minutes, which was amazing. It is the team’s home race. A great 
moment for Husqvama." 

The enduro test in Sweden was the longest ever in the Enduro World 
Championship. At around 13 minutes for the fastest riders was it too long? 

RENET: “It was good to do things the Swedish way. You can make whatever 
kind of race you want - hard, easy, fast - and the same riders will always 
be on the top. I know a lot of riders complained, but the enduro test was 
12 or 13 minutes long. It wasn’t 35 minutes long. In Sweden the test was 
difficult, typical of a Swedish GR It wasn’t impossible. It was a great GP and 
a really good test." 





Wins on both days in 

Finland and Sweden 

ensured Renet wrapped 

up his second E2 world 

title at the GP of Italy - 

the penultimate round of the series 




“I REALLY LIKED THIS YEAR’S 
CHAMPIONSHIP BECAUSE WE HAD LOTS 
NT CONDITIONS, WHICH IS 

PORTANTFORENOIIRO" 




The EWC started in Europe in EON, did that simplify your pre- 
season preparations? 

RENET: “It was easier because our race bike wasn’t on a boat headed 
for South America weeks before the first race. For me it doesn’t change 
anything if the series starts in Europe or some other place. It is a little 
simpler for the team when it starts in Europe.” 

00 you think more can be done to increase the visibility and awareness of 
the series? 

RENET: “I think this year we took a little bit of a backward step. The Internet 
videos after each day aren’t really interesting. There are not enough videos, 
only highlights are not enough. I know it’s not easy but this is the promoter’s 
job. We need more video. Enduro isn’t visible enough on the Internet.” 

Where did your championship winning motivation come from this year? 

RENET: “I took a little extra motivation from the fact that some people 
seemed to forget about me as a title contender. I knew it wouldn’t just be 
a fight between Antoine Meo and Alex Salvini. Not so many people were 
talking about me, so I was free to do my thing with no distractions. Last year 

1 was really motivated, but this winter, when I made the first laps with my 
new Husqvarna, I knew things would be better. Directly, I was faster. That 
motivated me a lot.” 

What are your plans for E015? 

RENET: “I will race in the same class on the same bike with the same 
mechanic and the same team. I hope I can get the same results too.” 
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Expect more of the same from Pela in 2015 
- same team, class, bike and mechanic 
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/ t’s been a strange year for Graham Jarvis. A rise in form from the youni 
challenging season to date. Off the top step of the podium more times 
took until Sea to Sky in September for Jarvis to win again. But even at the 


Was 2014 a successful or disappointing year? 

Graham: “It’s not been a bad year. Ok, I haven’t won 
as many races as I’d have liked to, but it’s been a good 
year. When you win everything, finishing second or third 
can look worse than it actually is. But I feel like I'm 
riding well and I’m enjoying it too. Jonny Walker and 
also Alfredo Gomez have both got quicker and they’ve 
stepped it up so to lose out to those guys is not really a 
big fail on my part.” 

What was worse losing at Erzberg or Romaniacs? 

Graham: “Romaniacs. Yeah, that hurt more. I felt like 
I should have done a bit better there. My Erzberg loss 
was probably down to my crash at the start. I crashed 
just a couple of hundred yards from the start and it 
was literally an uphill battle to come back from that. 
Looking at it now, fighting my way back to second was 
a bloody good effort! I was disappointed to lose out at 
Romaniacs. It’s been my event for a few years and is 
the main one I wanted to win.” 

There was a lot of talk about tactics at Romaniacs 
- starting first, not wanting to start first - how did 
you see it? 

Graham: “You can argue tactics came into play but I 
don't think they became a major factor. If you win one 
day then you’re going to have to lead out the next one. 
So whether you start day one first or not doesn’t really 
matter. Jonny led out two days of the race and he still 
won. In the end he was just quicker than me in the 
faster sections. That’s where he won it.” 



/ guns of extreme enduro has seen him face his most 
than on it, foliowing a dominant win at Hell’s Gate in Italy it 
ripe old age of 39, Jarvis certainly ain’t done yet... 



NAME: GRAHAM JARVIS 
DOB: 21.4.75 
LIVES: RIPON, YORKSHIRE 
FIRST BIKE: YAMAHA PW 50 
EXTREME ENDURO DEBUT: ERZBERG, 2008 
l-BK-pthmb Mr4s^ p| RST EXTREME VICTORY: ROMANIACS, 2008 
HOBBIES FAMILY TIME, CINEMA 





After Romaniacs you commented that some of the 
events have become easier, or faster. Do you feel that’s 
changing the outcome of some of the races? 

Graham: “It’s closed things up a bit. You can see in the 
results the time gaps aren’t as big as they used to be. But 
there’s also more talent coming through, and the younger 
riders are willing to push it more on the faster sections. 
That’s something I still struggle with. It’s unnerving for me. 
In the past I could afford to ease off on the high-speed stuff 
but now that’s not the case. You’ve got to ride at 100 per 
cent from start to finish.” 

On the flip side you won at Red Bull Sea to Sky - a race 
that had 60 finishers. Did that result surprise you? 

Graham: “Even though there were 60 finishers it wasn't a 
‘fast’ race. It was technical riding the whole way through - 
constant climbing. I feel the track was right on the money. 

It was hard work for the top guys and proved enough of a 
challenge for the hobby riders. Finding that perfect balance 
between what’s hard but enjoyable to ride and what’s just 
too difficult isn’t easy, but I think they got it pretty close at 
Sea to Sky. Races need to be rideable - it gives people a 
sense of hope that they can actually finish.” 

Is an extreme enduro championship a good idea? 

Graham: “I like it how it is. Every event is a title in itself. With 
the amount of coverage the sport gets I don’t think having an 
official series or championship will make much difference. 
The way it is now riders can do the events they can afford to 
do and enjoy it more. Also if you have a DNF you can wipe the 
slate clean and move on to the next event.” 




“Jonnj/ and Alfredo are out to beat 
-it's nice to know that t 

I can still show, 



me -that’s their focus 
vhenFmonmyA-Gme 
i them the my home...” 



You raced a four-stroke at The Tough One. 
Have you considered switching away from 
two strokes on a full-time basis? 

Graham: “Two strokes still have the edge. I love 
the four-stroke on the faster going and in some 
places it is easier to ride, especially a 250f as 
there’s a little less power. But overall the two- 
stroke is the better machine. It’s got the power 
for the hills and is still light and nimble in the 
harder stuff.” 

You’ve obviously raced against Jonny Walker, 
how has he become a better racer? 

Graham: “I think he’s just developed into a better 
all-round rider. He’s always been fast -that was 
never in doubt - but now he’s confident in any 
type of terrain. He's quick on the technical stuff 
too and makes fewer mistakes. Between that, his 
fitness and being more focused, he’s starting to 
put it all altogether.” 

Amazingly you’re 16 years older than Jonny. 
Does that make victory taste sweeter? 

Graham: “Yeah, definitely. I think because the 
standard of riding has increased so much I now 
take more satisfaction in my results. I know it’s 
getting harder and harder to win so I cherish 
those wins more. Jonny and Alfredo are out to 
beat me - that’s their focus - it’s nice to know 
that when I’m on my A-Game I can still show 
them the way home.” e 




The World Enduro Championship’s season opening GP of Spain 
delivered everything a first round should - suspense, drama, close 
battles and some unexpected results. It also saw home wins for 
local favourites Ivan Cervantes and Laia Sanz. All talk focused on 
the immanent Enduro 2 class battle. Could Antoine Meo win on 
a 350? Would Johnny Aubert be able to lead Beta to a coveted E2 
crown? Could Pela Renet win back the E2 tide? And how would 
the injured defending champion Alex Salvini perform? 




GALLERY#07:2 

Field of Dreams 

EVENT: GP OF ITALY 
DATE/TIME: 1.8.2014, 13:42:11 
EQUIPMENT: CANON EOS ID MK IV, LENS @ 

20MM, 1/160 AT F9.0, ISO 200 

In Italy the pare ferine is much, much more 
than simply a place where rider’s bikes are kept 
overnight. Where possible its surroundings should 
match the beauty of the bikes within it. Just like 
they did when they hosted the 1997 International 
Six Days Enduro, Moto Club Lumezzane pulled 
out all of the stops to deliver a picturesque and 
memorable pare ferme. 







GALLERY#07:2 

Look Back 



EVENT: GP OF SPAIN 
DATE/TIME: 19:52:23 
EQUIPMENT: CANON EOS 1DMKIV, 

LENS @ 32MM, 1/10 AT F4, ISO 400 

2014 didn’t go the way some 
riders hoped it would. KTM’s 
Antoine Meo was one of those 
riders. Looking for a fifth 
straight EWC title Antoine’s sea- 
son ended at the GP of Finland. 
He didn’t race again in 2014 
following wrist surgery. More so 
than any other season getting in- 
jured became the norm’ among 
top-flight EWC riders. 







CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 

Eero Remes-EWC 2014 Rnd 3/ 
Teddy Blazusiak-EWC 2014 Rnd 6/ 
M 5 Roost-EWC 2014 Rnd 7 / 

r Dude-EWC 2014 Rnd 2/ 








I aia Sanz is an off-road motorcycling super woman. With countless won 
L of EOld to deliver one of the most impressive performances during the 
later won a third Enduro World Championship. Lain will soon be headed hi 
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NAME: LAIA SANZ 
DOB: 11.12.1985 

LIVES: CORBERA DE LLOBREGAT (BARCELONA), 

FIRST BIKE: COTA 25CC 

EWC DEBUT: 2010 

FIRST EWC VICTORY: 2012 

HOBBIES: SKI, JET SKI, TWO AND FOUR WHEEL l 


Id trials titles to her name she overcame injury at the start 
Dakar rally. Claiming a highly impressive 16th overall she 
ick to Dakar, as an official member of the HRC Rally Team... 
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Clearly 2014 has been a hugely successful year for 
you. Was winning a third Women’s enduro world 
title as straight forward as it looked? 

Laia: “Yes, it was an amazing season for me. I had 
a great time during the Dakar Rally, but I was having 
some problems with a tendon injury in my elbow. 

I had to stop after the first round of the Enduro World 
Championship in Spain and had an operation on my 
elbow. That meant that I wasn't ready for the second 
round in Finland. It might have looked like quite an 
easy championship victory for me, but it was anything 
but easy. Thankfully, things are better now.” 

Does overcoming injury give the title more value? 

Laia: “In some ways I think it makes it an even more 
rewarding season. Starting injured meant that I was 
really not fit - 1 wasn’t able to train for six months. 

But finally I came back strong.” 

What about your Dakar 2014 performance - 
can you compare that to winning a world title? 

Laia: “Dakar 2014 was perfect. My goal was to be 
inside the top 25, so to get the result that I got was just 
incredible. This year’s event was very tough - 1 think it 
will be very hard for me to repeat a 16th place finish. 
But I am pleased that I rode tactically. During the four 
Dakar’s that I have competed in I have always started 
at a steady pace, and not tried to go too fast too soon. 
There are so many things that can happen during the 
race, starting with problems or crashes just makes it 
so much more difficult.” 


Dakar is a yearlong commitment. Is it the event 
you plan your year around? 

Laia: “Yes, I organise my year around Dakar - it’s 
the biggest goal for me. After finishing 16th with just 
one month of training and testing with the rally bike, 

I believe I can do better. But like I said it won’t be 
easy. Maybe not in 2015, but in the future with more 
experience I believe I can improve.” 

Do you think of yourself as a rally rider, an 
enduro rider, or simply as a professional off-road 
motorcycle rider? 

Laia: “It’s strange for me because I come from trials, 
and now I race in enduro and rally and an incredible 
event like Dakar. I just love to race motorcycles. 

I don’t think of myself as this kind of racer, or that 
kind of rider.” 

You'll start Dakar 2015 as an official member of 
the HRC Rally Team. That must surely improve 
your chances of bettering your 16th place result? 

Laia: “It’s true, I will start Dakar 2015 in a much 
stronger position. Being a part of an official team 
makes things much easier, and to be a part of the 
HRC Rally Team is amazing. Last year I had nothing 
in the middle of the year, because I’d switched away 
from the team I’d been with. So I was very pleased 
with the level of support I received from Honda and 
other sponsors for Dakar." 

How did you get hooked up with Honda and HRC? 

Laia: “I was in the States testing with Jonny 
Campbell before X Games, and there I got the chance 
to test with Honda. I think they were impressed 
because they offered me a bike for Dakar 2014. 

It wasn’t a full factory bike, but it is a great bike.” 
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'on don’t get a top 20 result by being lucky. 

You cun be lucky one duy, but not for 15...” 
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Has it been hard not competing in trials - the discipline in which 
you first made a name for yourself? 

Laia: “I do miss it a lot. After Dakar I had to make some tough 
decisions. To be competitive in trials you need to spend many hours on 
a bike training. I couldn’t do that with my injury. With Dakar and enduro 
you train in similar ways, so the two work together. I can’t do everything. 
Having the elbow injury made me realise that and I had to prioritise.’’ 

You have three Women’s Enduro World Championship titles now. 

Is that enough, is it time for new challenges? 

Laia: “Right now I don’t really know. I would like to keep improving. 

I know I have a lot of areas where I need to improve. But we will see. 

I have to look first at Dakar 2015, and then finalise the rest of my plans.’’ 

Is there anything in particular you enjoy about enduro and rally, 
that trials maybe wasn’t giving you? 

Laia: “I really like the competition. And I like having to improve my 
performances. I know that in some conditions I am quiet fast, but in 
some other countries, like in Scandinavia, and in the mud, I can still 
improve a lot. I like the challenges that enduro gives me, and I like 
trying to improve every year.” 

Interest in the Woman’s class of the EWC seems to have stalled 
a little. Is that because the ‘top’ riders are so much better than 
the others? 

Laia: “I believe things are improving, but it will take time for a larger 
group of riders to all reach a good level. In the beginning it was the 
same in trials, and now the level is much higher. In enduro it will be 
the same, but it will take a few more years.” 

What’s your primary goal for 2015? 

Laia: “I would love to finish top 15 at the Dakar, but like I said that will 
be very difficult. To finish somewhere close to the result I got last year 
will be great, but I think I proved myself last year. You don’t get a top 
20 result by being lucky. You can be lucky one day, but not for 15. 

Also, two years ago I was getting good results without a top bike, 
and that showed what I am capable of.” e 




THE HEAD OF 
INNOVATION™ 

Fox is committed to developing the word’s most 
advanced line of motocross gear. The completely 
redesigned V3 helmet is a clear example of Fox 
pushing the edge of design. 




Visit foxhead.com/helmets for an in-depth look at Fox helmet technology. 
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The endure test in Sweden was the longest ever in the Endure World 
Championship. At around 13 minutes for the fastest riders was it too long? 

PHILLIPS: “I don’t think it was too long. Nobody complained on day one 
that it was too long or too dangerous. They only began to say those things 
at the end of day two when they were too tired. I was exhausted myself but 
kept pushing on. Really it all came down to fitness. Pela wasn’t troubled by 
that test and it showed in the results.” 

Highlight and best race of EON? 

PHILLIPS: “Day one in France was my highlight. It was make or break for 
the title there. I knew I needed to make that day count because finishing on 
Sunday would be a struggle. I felt like the very first timed cross test would 
decide the direction of the day so I gritted my teeth and pulled a ten second 
lead. I held that for most of the day and I managed to win. It was a massive 
confidence boost for me.” 

Oo you think the world championship calendar should annually include at 
least one Scandinavian event? 

PHILLIPS: “Yeah. I think it’s important for the fans. Scandinavia has a 
rich heritage in enduro and a lot of bikes are sold there so it’s important to 
race there. It’s also a much different place than southern Europe to ride. 
It’s sandy with a lot of stones - it’s a real test of enduro." 

If you could, would you change anything about your EON season? 

PHILLIPS: “I’d change day one in Greece. On the extreme test spectators 
moved a lot of the stones and rocks about and I ended up crashing three 
times in one test. That cost me the chance of winning. As it turned out it 
was decisive in how the rest of the championship played out. The following 
day Ivan hurt his ankle and even though I went on to win day two most felt 
it was only because he was hurt and I wasn’t. But in truth I’d worked really 
hard to get to that point and when we were both healthy I was faster than 
him. His injury allowed for a lot of excuses and that pissed me off.” 
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claiming liis first win - 

of the series on day two 
in Greece, Matt went on to 
secure his first double win at 
the next round - the GP of Finland 




Where did your championship winning motivation come from this year? 

PHILLIPS: “Last year I almost raced in the Enduro 1 class, but opted to 
spend a year learning in the juniors. With winning the title last year there 
was only one place for me to go and that was up into the senior classes. 
The plan from the start was to give my all to win the Enduro 3 title. 
I’d beaten Ivan before, in the ISDE, so I didn’t worry too much about who 
I was up against.” 

Were you happy with your pre-season training? 

PHILLIPS: “It was quite good although I feel like I went to Europe a little too 
late. At home in Tasmania I was riding on standard suspension and engine 
settings. When I got to Italy I began to ride the factory bike and everything 
felt very stiff and different. It took a while to reach a perfect setup - one 
that suited me best. It wasn’t until maybe June or July when I started to put 
it together." 

The EWC started in Europe in 20m, did that simplify your preseason 
preparations? 

PHILLIPS: “Last year the first round of the series was tough for me because 
everything was new - new championship, team, bike, competitors... 
everything. That one race felt like competing in a whole championship 
in itself. This year things were a lot easier, as I'd arrived in Europe and 
the race wasn’t too far away from where I’m based. I was a little under 
prepared. It was Ivan Cervantes’ home GP so he was strong there. In that 
sense it was a tough place to start.” 



In claiming the Enduro 3 world 
title at the first time of asking 
Phillips made history in 2014. 

He became the first rider ever to win 
back-to-back junior and senior EWC titles 










What are your thoughts about the cancelled Mexican round of the series? 

PHILLIPS: “It was disappointing. This is a world championship after all. It’s 
good to see it reach out of Europe and expand to other continents so having 
a round of the series cancelled is frustrating. In the next years I’d like to see 
the EWC visit New Zealand and Australia - it would be good for the sport." 
Should restrictions be placed on the pre-event access riders have to 
special tests? 

PHILLIPS: “I believe the guys who walk the special tests the most are the 
ones that are the most motivated to win. If someone is willing to walk a 
test seven times then good on him - he obviously wants to succeed. I don’t 
think it’s safe to put a limit on the number of times you’re allowed to walk 
a test. Where the level is at now trying to ride flat out through trees blind is 
not safe. I think it’s best the way things are now.” 

Oo you think more can be done to increase the visibility and awareness of 
the series? 

PHILLIPS: “The sport needs to be in the public eye as much as possible. 
Television coverage is number one. It brings a lot of interest and sponsors 
to the series but obviously the Internet is now a massive part of promoting 
it too. If nobody can see us then it’s easy for people to forget about us. 
It would be great if all rounds were as well attended as the final round in 
France. We need to work towards making that happening.” 

What are your plans for 2015? 

PHILLIPS: “The idea of racing in E2 is something that’s being floated 
about. Personally I’d like a go at racing the 450, it’s the class I want to race 
in the future. But for the moment I’m planning on staying in E3 in 2015 and 
defending my title. After that we’ll see!” 





Not even a serious foot injury 
could derail Matt’s title aspirations. 
Painkilling injections helped him 
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EMOTIVE AND INSPIRATIONAL WORDS FROM 
THE LATE, GREAT KURT CASELLI... 



Kurt Caselli genuinely was one of the very best. 
To those lucky enough to know him he was so 
much more than just the life loving 'American off- 
road motorcycle racer' with a beaming smile and 
incredible bike skills. He was a great guy to know 
and a great guy to be around. And pretty amazing 
to watch ride, too. Kurt's passing on November 
15, 2013 was a dark, dark day for our sport and an 
incredibly painful one for those who knew him. 


Win, lose, or draw, Kurt was always Kurt - professional, 
approachable, articulate, honest. He didn't get 
carried away by his successes. He didn't dwell too 
much on defeat. He was reflective and thoughtful. 

Kurt was also rightly proud of where he was from. 
Equally he could see beyond the races and 
championships that took part on his doorstep. His 
want to gain new experiences and to travel took him 
many places. Back in 201 1 it took him to Europe, to 
the Enduro World Championship. 

Competing in thee EWC races that year - Greece, 
Romania and Andorra - I got to catch up with Kurt 
on a pretty regular basis. He did a great job standing 
in for the injured David Knight. On our final meeting. 

In Andorra, we sat down for a formal interview. 

I remember things started off pretty weirdly. 

Kurt had just been told, unbeknown to me before 
starting the interview, that his hopes of racing full-time 
in Europe in 2012 weren't going to happen. He was 
disenchanted, a little disillusioned. But he was happy 
to talk. He understood that was a part of his job. 

I learned a lot during the course of the next hour. 

I learned that Kurt saw himself as an 'optimistic 
realist'. That he was deeply passionate about the 
ISDE and understood and respected the origins of the 
sport he loved. And that he was hugely grateful to his 
parents for their support. 

A lot of what Kurt said in Andorra back in 201 1 has 
stayed with me to this day. Some was humorous, a lot 
was insightful, some just made perfect sense. Much 
of what he said is great advice for aspiring racers 
and enduro enthusiast. 

Here are some of those things Kurt said . . . 



OFF-ROAD RACING 8 EUROPE... 


"I've always had more of an interest in off-road 
racing in general. Because it originated in Europe 
I wanted to come and see for myself what it's 
like. If you're a dirt bike racer I believe you should 
understand a little of the sport's history, as well as 
being able to work on your own bike." 

"My first world championship race was in the 
Czech Republic, in '04 I think. I guess I was just a 
dumb Californian kid with no real idea of what I 
was doing. I think I got third on my first day in the 
Enduro 2 class. I didn't know what was going on 
and I was riding like an idiot. But I enjoyed it and 
learned a lot." 

"The biggest thing I've learned over the years 
is reminding myself to be quick but also to be 
patient. There are times when you want to be 
aggressive but with the way the special tests 
develop you have to be patient. That's what I 
explain to the US riders when we go to the ISDE - 
that you need to try and be patient. That's when 
you make the least amount of mistakes and carry 
good momentum. That gives you the best times." 

"It's no surprise that Europeans have figured out 
a much more efficient way of riding trails and 
special test than the Americans - they've been 
doing it for much, much longer. It's a part of 
European motorcycle history. Enduro in the US is 
completely different to what it is in Europe. I'm 
fortunate to have been able to come to Europe 
and try the European style of racing, and then 
go home and adapt what I've learned to my 
racing back home." 
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"When you're not racing side by 
side with someone it changes 
your whole outlook on how to go 
around a corner. I've learned a 
lot about linos that save energy 
and are a lot more effective. 
That's how people have learned 
to ride in Europe. It's all about 
being efficient - saving energy 
but still putting in good times in 
special tests while being easy on 
your equipment and your body." 

"It was weird for me to step into 
the European game with a team 
full of Finnish riders. I was blown 
away by how calm, humble and 
respectful they were, especially 
Juha Salminen. They were the 
best guys in the world at the 
time and they invited me in and 
helped me with so much. I guess 
that's one of the things I really 
like about off-road racing - the 
community. In Europe like in the 
States so many riders are friends, 
there's great camaraderie. 

I learned so much and will never 
forget that first trip." 





ISDE 



"You can never assume anything 
in racing and as soon as you stop 
putting effort into the small details 
things fall apart fast. In the same 
way money doesn't buy you 
championships you can't show an 
event like the ISDE, and the riders 
that regularly compete in it, any 
lack of respect." 


"The ISDE has been going for four 
times longer than I've been alive so 
to be able to say I've been a part of 
that is just huge. It makes me happy 
and proud to compete in the event. 

I guess it's like participating in the 
Olympics. You don't have to win to 
be proud to say that you've been a 
part of an event that brings so many 
racers together and has done for so 
many years." 


"I've learned something from all 
of the six days I've raced. A lot 
of racers don't want to compete 
unless they know they can be 
competitive. It's not about that. 

It's about going as a team. I get to 
spend two weeks with a lot of the 
guys I race with week in, week out, 
back home. And get to talk shit, fool 
around, and enjoy the experience. 
It's great." 




"In three to five years from now 
I'd like to think that we'd be in 
a position to possibly win the 
Trophy team competition. 

The cool thing for mo if that does 
happen is that not only will the 
team that goes, and the US in 
general, be proud but I believe 
that the rest of the world will be 
happy for us, too. I think a lot 
of people will bo happy for us 
because we've shown the event 
the respect that it deserves in 
recent years, and worked hard 
to be a part of it each year." 

"It's not about the winning, but 
making an impression on the 
sport and showing the world that 
we respect the event and are 
serious about participating." 

"Back in the day winning the 
Trophy team competition and 
being a part of the event 
was the pinnacle of off-road 
racing. We've moved away 
from that with so many different 
championships around the world, 
and with manufacturers putting 
more effort into some of those 
championships. Some things 
need to get redesigned. The 
event has to adapt to the times." 



m'mi 


ilik ["■ 




MCE Si® 

— /fact 2011= 
S \ 


NOT RACING IN EUROPE... 

"I learned a few years ago 
that your plans don't always 
work out how you hope or 
expect and I've already 
decided to focus on a 
different style of racing and 
work towards a Baja title. 

I have to take my career in a 
new direction, which might 
make it hard to come back 
to world enduros." 



ENDURO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP. 

"I see the Enduro World 
Championship as the highest 
level of off-road competition. 

It's a tough series. Not just 
because of the amount of 
competition but because of 
the length of each day and 
the number of days. I believe 
I could have won a few days 
and hopefully an event. 

I guess we'll never know now." 









RACING PHILOSOPHY... 


"I learned a lot from my parents. 
My father was pretty honest 
blunt at times I guess. But he 
just loved off-road motorcycles. 
Growing up racing was never 
something we had to do - It was 
something that we were able 
to do. If I wanted to go racing 
I got my gear bag ready and 
did my part and my dad would 
take care of the rest. Whether I 
finished first or last he'd always 
say 'good job'..." 

THE BIGGER PICTURE... 

"I've developed a mentality that 
there's a life outside of racing, 
with your family and friends, and 
ultimately that's what is most 
important. Like all aspects of 
life doing your best is the most 
you can do. A lot of people 
get caught up with winning, 
and only winning. Racing is just 
a demonstration of what you 
do during the week. I enjoy 
my racing but I'm also looking 
forward to finding out what else 
I'll do in life...' e 
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]r should have been... 



et’s not sugar coat this, the 2 
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hJ plane to Argentina. With many r 
to ‘sit this one out’ depth of talent was cer 
it showed. 


Initial interest, everyone was informed, wa 
Days was what many expected. But as the e 
all countries were going to join the party. Fc 
at a time of year when piggy banks aren’t e> 
stayed away due to a combination of a ‘noi 
and the not insignificant costs. 


The impact of the absent teams was signific 
- an inter-country team event - only really v 
compete. With no Italy, Finland, Great Britair 
competition in the Trophy class was diluted 


There were many stand out performances 
was to be expected, even with their waters 
USA both saw technical issues derail their 
If nothing else we were reminded that to fi 
juniors got the job done, as did Australia’s i 


The debate surrounding the pros and cons i 
ISDE reaching out, exploring and embracint 


Many involved in the event long for a return 
where a tradition for enduro sport lives si 
2015 delivering a knockout Six Days are hig 


014 ISDE wasn’t the event most Six Day 
(new it wouldn’t long before jumping on a 
)f Europe’s leading enduro nations opting 
tainly thin on the ground in San Juan. And 

s strong. Another bumper year for the Six 
vent drew closer it became clearthat not 
ir many it was a trip too far - 1 iteral ly - and 
(actly overflowing. Many of the top racers 
t another race in South America’ attitude 


ant. Everyone was reminded that the event 
vorks when all, or certainly most, nations 
1 , Portugal, Sweden, Poland, Slovakia, et al, 
on a fairly industrial scale. 

. The French topped the Trophy class as 
id down six-man squad. Australia and the 
hopes of challenging the mighty French, 
nish first, first you must finish. The USA’s 
women’s team. 

of an international sporting event like the 
] new and emerging countries will roll on. 

to forestry, green grass, and to a country 
:rong. Needless to say hopes of Slovakia 
h. Very high. 


Argentina is a nation, 
like many in South 
America, that’s in love 
with football. Interest in 
enduro sport is minimal, 
to say the least. 
Spectator engagement 
was near non-existent, 
which in light of the 
significant costs 
involved in getting to 
the event resulted in 
many asking ‘why is 
the event here?' 
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Kurt Caselli’s presence - his 
smile, his determination, his love 
of racing for his country - mas 
sorely missed by everyone. A true 
believer in the importance of the 
ISDE, Kurt’s legacy lives on. 










Australia and the USA's support of the ISDE is to be app 
With youthful enthusiasm and determination running tl 
both squads each are stepping closer to challenging fo: 
honours in the World Trophy category. Rider: Josh Greer 
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When competitors weren’t battling 
bottomless fesh-fesh and power 
sapping sand it was all about sun- 
baked, dusty trails... with a few 
rocks thrown in for good measure. 
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Husq varna 

MOTORCYCLES 


In 1983 Husqvarna Motorcycles released the 
revolutionary 510 TE. Lightweight, compact and 
reliable, it set a new benchmark and redefined 
4-stroke offroad competition motorcycles. The clas- 
sically styled 2015 Husqvarna 4-stroke enduro range 
is the latest descendant of that pioneering vision from 
1983. Perfectly balancing power and torque with 
lightweight agile handling, the nimble chassis features 
a specially designed rear linkage and WP Suspen- 
sion to deliver accuracy and traction in all conditions. 
Electric start, a composite subframe, hydraulic clutch 
and other top-of-the-line standard equipment give the 
latest Husqvarnas a premium edge. 
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Please make no attempt to imitate the illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing and observe the applicable provisions of the road traffic regulations! 
The illustrated vehicles may vary in selected details from the production models and some illustrations feature optional equipment available at additional cost. ww 








in Phoenix, Arizona, in the USA. 
I’ve got|SSown home there and feel lucky to live 
where I do. It’s in the desert and although I do 
see a lot of rain to go mud riding, I do 
almost endless amount of trails to ride my bi 
There’s everything from fast, wide-open tracks 
big rocky extreme sections.” 

Training: “It’s hard to beat having t 
in your backyard. That’s were I do most 
training. I do some gym work an 
really love riding my bike. I do Endu 
desert riding, and lately some trials to help w 
my extreme enduro skills.” 

Motivation: “Getting the opportunity to 
my bike all around the world is my motivatior 
racing. Putting in the work and getting results 
allowed me to travel to places I'd have only ever 
dreamed of if I wasn’t racing dirt bikes.” 

Injuries: “Where do I start - the list is a long 
one! I’ve broken my back twice. I’ve had my spleei 
removed and last winter I cut open my intestine in 
two places. That one almost didn’t end too well! 
I’ve also tore my ACL in my knee and broken my 
leg and arm. They’re the big ones.” 


Guilty Pleasure: “Chocolate. It gets me 
every time!” 


Rides: “I ride for Factory FMF/KTM in the USA. 
When I race Endurocross I ride a 350F and when 
I do extreme enduro races I use a KTM 300 EXC.” 



SELFIE: 

TAYLOR ROB 


Age: 24 

D.O.B: 10.07.1990 
Height: 1.80 metres 
Weight: 68kg 
Team: Factory FMF/KTM 
Offroad Racing 


Childhood memory: 

“It was probably learning to ride 
my Suzuki JR50 in the front yard 
with training wheels on. I was 
only about three years old but 
I could ride my dirt bike before 
I could ride my bicycle.” 

Pride & Joy: “My X Games 
gold medal from Munich in 2013. 
Winning that sort of makes all the 
sacrifices and injuries over the 
years worthwhile.” 




In lO years: “I hope to be still 
racing motorcycles professionally. 
I'd like to have won at least one 
Endurocross title but I really want 
to be one of the best all-round 
riders that can race enduro, 
endurocross and extreme enduro.” 

Hidden talent: 

“I can ride a unicycle!” 

Regrets: “None!” 


Future Projects: 

“I haven’t got anything in the 
pipeline but as far as racing 
is concerned I’m going to 
do the 2015 SuperEnduro 
World Championship.” 

Next year: “My main 
focus will be Superenduro 
and Endurocross. I also want 
to do as many Hard Enduro 
races as possible.” e 
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RIDER: JONNY WALKER 

Jonny Walker might not have won at Red Bull Sea to Sky, but he came seriously close. Battling every 
inch of the way with friend and rival Graham Jarvis, he finished as runner-up. More importantly he 
ended 2014 with two very important victories to his name - Erzberg and Romaniacs. 

EVENT: RED BULL SEA TO SKY 
DATE AND TIME: September 26 2014, 15:07.07 
EQUIPMENT: CANON EOS ID MK IV, LENS @ 17MM, 1/200 AT F9, ISO 125 
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WANT TO DO SOMETHING AWESOME TODAY? 

Realise that you can make a difference... 

Visit: www.kurtcaselli.com 

The Kurt Caselli Foundation was established following 
Kurt’s untimely death with one simple goal - to protect and support the lives of off-road racers. 
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